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Cast of Characters

Tobey, a 6-nonth-old Persian
cat, played by an adult nale
actor.

Bubbl e Eye, an exotic Bubble

Eye gol dfish, played by an
adult mal e actor.

Scene

a swanky Upper East side apartnent.

Ti me

m d- af t er noon.



Li ghts up on an elegant living roomin a swanky
Upper East Side apartnent buil ding. Expensive,
heavy drapes cover a picture window In front of
the window sits a large fishbowl atop an antique
oak table. A young and exotic gold fish is al one
in his bow. He stares off into the distance,
opening and closing his nouth in a steady rhythm
and occasionally swooshing his tail. He is
blissfully unaware of the 6-nonth-old, white

| ong-haired Persian cat, who sits on the table
staring into his bow. This cat has seen better
days. He has all four paws bandaged as well as a
few | ayers of bandage covering his crotch. W hear
t he occasi onal squawk of an obnoxious bird from
anot her room The cat stares at the fish for
several nonents. Finally...

TOBEY
Yo. Bubbl e Eye.

No answer. The fish continues to ook off in the
di stance, opening and closing his nouth at random
Bubbl e Eye.

The fish reacts to the sound, | ooks around, nostly
up, and continues opening and cl osing his nouth.
|’mtal king to you, kid!

The fish finally whips his head towards him

BUBBLE EYE
Wiy hello there! I'm
TOBEY
Yeah, hi. | know who you are, you know who I am |

think we can skip the introductions.

BUBBLE EYE
Oh no, we'd be mssing a great opportunity if we did
that! This is a sem nal nonent! For both of us!

Beat. He opens his fins.
Wl cone to ne!

TOBEY
Unhhh... Thanks. Welconme to nme too, | guess.
BUBBLE EYE
Thank you very much! When | first arrived, | have to

say, you seened a bit on the antisocial side, what with
your constant perching above ne and pounci ng around ne.
But you' re making me feel very welcome now, thank you.



TOBEY
Yeah. Sorry about that. Don't take all the pouncing and
perching personally. |’ve just been having a m serable
week. VWich |I’m sure is obvious.

He references the bandages.

BUBBLE EYE
A m serabl e week? How is that possible when every day
is such a bl essing?

TOBEY
Gosh man, | dunno. Maybe the fact that |’ m bl eeding
fromfive ends has ne a little down.

BUBBLE EYE
Hm | just assuned you were wearing the | atest fashion.
This is NYC after all, fashion capital of the world!
And don’t worry about me taking things personally. |
don’'t do that. | amresponsible for ne and you are
responsi ble for you. | actually think you | ook Iike
quite a trendsetter, Tobey. It is Tobey, yes?

TOBEY
Unfortunately, yes.

BUBBLE EYE
Way unfortunatel y?

TOBEY
| hate nmy nane.

BUBBLE EYE
Wll | think it’s just lovely. Ch, let nme tell you
about nyself! I'mfromChina. My scientific nanme is

Carassi us auratus auratus. When our dear M. Moriarty
adopted nme though, he renaned ne G bson. After his

favorite cocktail. Isn’t that just the nost clever-
TOBEY

Yeah, 1’ mgonna stick with calling you Bubble Eye.
BUBBLE EYE

A ni cknane! Adorable! | |ove being your brother.
TOBEY

Alright, first of all, I’mnot your brother. And second

of all... hate to bust your bubble, Bubble Eye, but

Moriarty didn’t adopt you. He bought you. Online. Wth
his AMEX Bl ack card. You re an accessory to him just
like I am He had you shipped here while he was out

gol fing, and Basia, the housekeeper, purified your

wat er and set you up in your bow .



BUBBLE EYE
Well she did a terrific job. It's really cozy in
here. |I'mthrilled.
Beat .
TOBEY

You have this naive,
everything-is-roses-flying-outta-ny-ass approach to
life, huh? You re always | ooking up.

BUBBLE EYE
Wll that’s partially due to ny anatony. As you can
see, | have two huge sacs of fluid directly bel ow ny

eyes. This gives ne an exotic appearance of course, but
it also makes it sonewhat inpossible for me to | ook
down.

TOBEY
| see..

BUBBLE EYE
| am predi sposed to positivity, yes. But I’ve also
wor ked | ong and hard to devel op the heal thy sense of
self | now enjoy. | choose ny thoughts; they don’t
choose ne. The nore | love, the nore | amloved. | am
worthy of this world and so are you.

TOBEY
You're a fucking freak show and this world s gonna eat
you alive.
BUBBLE EYE
| " msorry? Forgive nme, | have rather small pinholes for
ears. | can hear, but not all that well, which is
really a blessing in disguise when you think about it.
What | lack in actual hearing | pick up in vibrations!
TOBEY
Well pick up on this pal. Get your scaly ass outta here
while you still can, or you' re gonna get popped.
Beat .
BUBBLE EYE
Excuse ne?
TOBEY
This ain’t no place for such ranpant positivity. | was

positive once too. But he pounded it out of ne.

He | ooks qui ckly down at his bandaged crotch and
back up.



BUBBLE EYE
Hn | would ask you to explain that, but | only like to
di scuss the good things in life, and I'’mgetting the
strong sense you are about to conpl ain.

TOBEY
Bunmer, Bubble Eye. | love discussing ny m sfortunes.

BUBBLE EYE
Sarcasmisn’'t going to bring you the joy you seek
Tobey.

TOBEY
Who’'s being sarcastic? | nean it, | |ove discussing ny
m sfortunes. It’s the only thing that makes ne fee
happy anynor e.

BUBBLE EYE
Oh, wonderful then, let’s discuss! It's better to be
happy if you can. So, what happened to you?

TOBEY
Moriarty happened to ne kid.

BUBBLE EYE
M. Moriarty happened to ne too!!! Aren’t we so
[ucky?!'!'! Isn’t he just the sweetest old man? I’ m so
grateful, I'm

TOBEY

Al right. Your constant m sgui ded cheerful ness i s making
me want to hurt you. Very nuch.

BUBBLE EYE
" msorry to hear that. You should know t hough t hat
your anger has very little to do with ne and everyt hing
to do with you.

TOBEY
Spoken like a man who lives in a bow. |I'msure it’s
very easy to stay positive about |ife when you' ve never
actually lived. What the hell do you know? \Wat have
you ever experienced?

BUBBLE EYE
Plenty actually. I’mhappy to report that just this
morning | fell in |ove.

TOBEY

Did you now



BUBBLE EYE
| surely did. And she is....breathtaking.

TOBEY
Glly. The Red Lionhead. From apartnent 5J.

BUBBLE EYE
Yes, actually. How did you know?

TOBEY
We dat ed.

BUBBLE EYE
You di d?

TOBEY
Hel | no, she’s a fish, that would be fucked up. Wrd on
the street was you were getting dropped in her bow
today for sone sooki e-sookie.

BUBBLE EYE
Just curious, when you say "word on the street"”, which
street are you tal king about?

TOBEY
Kit chen. Fucki ng parrot knows everyt hing.

BUBBLE EYE
Ah.

TOBEY
So, did you score?

BUBBLE EYE
Dd1-?

TOBEY
Scor e.

BUBBLE EYE
| don't follow ..

TOBEY
Knock boots, make the baby gravy, back up the hard
drive. ..

BUBBLE EYE
Ch, | see! | prefer the term"nmake |ove," but yes, yes
we did. It was ny first time, and it was nagical.

TOBEY
Alright. Was it sexy though? Hot?



BUBBLE EYE
Oh yes, it was quite sexy | think.

TOBEY
Amww man. Help a cat out will ya and gi mme the play by
play? | haven’t felt a thing since he...

He | ooks quickly down at his crotch and back up.

Well, since he..... | could just really use a filthy
tale to nake ne feel nmale again. Could you do that for
me man?

BUBBLE EYE
Absolutely. 1'd love to share with you. After all we’'re

br ot hers now

TOBEY
Fine. We're brothers. Just nake it real dirty and
detailed for nme, OK?

BUBBLE EYE
K, 1"l do ny best.

TOBEY
Terrific. So Moriarty drops you into little mss
thing’ s bow ...

BUBBLE EYE
He sure does. I'"mswnmming in ny usual circles doing ny
vi sual i zati ons and repeating ny mantras. By the way,
today’s mantra is "I am happy, healthy and whole." You
should try it.

TABBY
Maybe | ater kid. Get back to the sex or I'Il tip your
bow .

BUBBLE EYE
K. Bro! So, | sense novenent at the surface of the

wat er. Which of course makes ne i nmedi ately cast ny
bul bous eyes toward the heavens in gratitude for the
flaky food I think I’m about to receive.

TOBEY
O course. ..

BUBBLE EYE
But it wasn’t food! It was Moriarty! He lifted ne from
nmy solitude - by way of this truly adorable
green-netted scoop - and allowed ne to plunge into new
waters. Glly s waters!



TOBEY
Rock n roll.
BUBBLE EYE
Yes, rock and roll indeed! One | ook at her and I
knew... this was the angel put on earth just for ne.
TOBEY

Don’t fool yourself kid, she’s gotten down with every
finin this building.

BUBBLE EYE
Par don nme?

TOBEY
You do realize Muriarty's a breeder right? That he
breeds exotic ani mal s?

BUBBLE EYE

" mnot follow ng..
TOBEY

Forget it.
BUBBLE EYE

Alright, forgotten. So, suddenly, | get this undeni able
urge to nudge her belly with nmy snout! It was really a
very curious sensation.

TOBEY
| know the sensation well ...

BUBBLE EYE
You do? |I'd surely never felt that way before! But |
figure my body is ny tenple and if these are ny
god-gi ven animal instincts, well, then they are surely
meant to be foll owed.

TOBEY

Dam ri ght they are!
BUBBLE EYE

So | nudged her!
TOBEY

Good man.
BUBBLE EYE

Thank you! But she puzzled nme by swi mm ng away from ne.

TOBEY
Oh they always do that.



BUBBLE EYE
They do?

TOBEY
Hell yeah. Al of "em Fish, cats... Part of the |ady
shtick. Nothing to concern yourself wth.

BUBBLE EYE
That’s good to know, thank you! So |I took a nonent,
connected to ny inner wi sdom and decided to nudge her

agai n.

TOBEY
Good man!

BUBBLE EYE
Very gently of course, A Because | ama gentlenen, and
B. I"mconscious not to burst ny eye sacs.

TOBEY
Fai r enough.

BUBBLE EYE
This time | daresay she enjoyed it!

TOBEY
Yeah she did!

BUBBLE EYE
Then the nost magnificent thing happened.

TOBEY
Gve it to ne..

BUBBLE EYE
Well, she smled at me. Then... she spewed a stream of
gl eam ng, quivering eggs along the turquoi se pebbles
cradl ed at the base of my bowl. | was breathl ess.
Seriously, | breathed in a chunk of floating food she
nmust have missed from breakfast and it nonentarily
clogged up ny right gill. Wen | got it dislodged, |
sm | ed back at her and thanked her for this great
opportunity to procreate with her. |I then swamto ny
future children filled with purpose.... and | sprayed

ny ganetes over them blanketing them and burrow ng
into themw th ny seed.

Beat .
Qur larvae are due to hatch in 48 hours. You' re going
to be an uncle.

Beat. Tobey | ooks si ck.



TOBEY
Mazel tov. That was the nost hei nous description of
| ove-making I’ ve ever heard. Friggin bow dweller. You
don’t know how to |ive.

BUBBLE EYE
|’msorry |’ ve disappointed you. Mriarty seened
pl eased! He al nost smiled. |I’ve been trying all week to
make himsmle

TOBEY
Yeah, well, give it up nowor you |l end up Iike ne.
|”ve spent ny whole life trying to make that man smle,
trying to get one sinple scratch behind the ear. |
realized a long tine ago that that scratch just ain’t
comng. So you know what | did? | said "screwit, |I'm
gonna take an adventure. I’mgonna live a little. Can’t
pl ease this guy, so |I’m gonna pl ease nyself."

BUBBLE EYE
What did you do?

TOBEY
| gnaw a nice hole in the guest closet that leads to
the trash roomwhere |’ mnever allowed to go. Figure
what the hell, 1'll ride down the trash shoot and see
if I mght nake some new friends.

BUBBLE EYE
How exci ti ng!

TOBEY
It was. Exhilarating really. But wait, it gets better.
Not two seconds after | land on 87th street, do | hear

the nost intoxicating sound |’ ve ever heard.

BUBBLE EYE
OCooh. What did it sound |ike?

TOBEY
Uh... Sonething Iike a cross between squealing car
brakes and a whining toddler.

BUBBLE EYE
Ooooh, neat. Can | hear it?

TOBEY
You want nme to do the sound for you?

BUBBLE EYE
Oh yes,that would be delightful!
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TOBEY
Uh... Alright, | guess. It was kind of |ike..

Tobey explores the sound for a bit.
Very sexy stuff obviously.

BUBBLE EYE
Definitely. Good job.

TOBEY
Thanks. So | follow this sound. | nmean | can't help it,
it’s like nusic to me. And then... | see her. This

caranel -striped curvy little thing with atail to die
for. She’s rubbing up on the recycling can and staring
at ne with those pretty yell ow eyes of hers. Yeah,
she’'s feral, but | can't help it man, | |ove her
instantly. Betty. My Betty.

BUBBLE EYE
She sounds terrific.

TOBEY
Light of ny effin life.

BUBBLE EYE
| |ike bonding over wonen with you, this is fun.

TOBEY
Yeah... So we decide to snuggle up in that great little
cardboard haunt out back between the dunpsters. You know
it?

BUBBLE EYE
Don” t think so. Don’t get out nuch.

TOBEY
Right, right. I knew she wasn't purebred. | knew
Moriarty wouldn’t approve, but | didn't care. For once
this was about ne. Me and her. | sprayed ny urine al

over the dunpster to mark ny territory and for one
gl ori ous week, we made | ove.

BUBBLE EYE
That sounds... nessy.

TOBEY
It was. It was Heaven! Until we got caught. Moriarty
went insane. Hi s precious purebred was now damaged
goods. Purposeless in his eyes. Betty got adopted by
sone do-gooder on 88th who wants to "clean up the
nei ghbor hood" and | got, well, | got...

He | ooks down at his bandages and qui ckly back up.
Bubbl e Eye and Tobey are silent for a nonent.
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BUBBLE EYE
May | offer you a maxinf

Tobey is Silent.
Suffering is only an illusion.

TOBEY
|"ma purebred mal e Persian cat named Tobey. | have
long, flowing white hair like a gay wizard. You think I
haven't suffered?

BUBBLE EYE
|’ m sure that you have; I’mnot denying that. Al | am
suggesting is that you are choosing to suffer now |If
you could just focus on all the good tines you and
Betty had, the urine and the-

TOBEY
That's it. |I'’mtipping your bow !

BUBBLE EYE
No, no, please!

TOBEY
You think |'d choose this?!'?! To |live as a eunuch? He
| opped off ny balls, man!

BUBBLE EYE
" msorry, what?
(Gesturing to his ears. )
Pi nhol es, renenber?

TOBEY
| DD ONE THI NG TO DI SAPPO NT HH M AND HE LOPPED OFF WY
BALLS! I'!

Beat .

BUBBLE EYE
Oh. My goodness. He did? Did that hurt?

TOBEY
O course it hurt! Like a bitch! And while he was at
it, he figured he’d rip out ny claws too.

BUBBLE EYE
Ch ny!

TOBEY
Yeah, "oh ny." And you haven’t heard the worst of it.
Yesterday, |I'mlaying in a sun spot, trying to make

sense of what’s happened to ne, and | hear the sweet
mewi ng of ny girl. Betty's at the wi ndow. Cinbed al
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TOBEY . : . o
the way up the fire escape like we’'re in a friggin

feline West Side Story.

BUBBLE EYE
| |ove that nusical

TOBEY
You woul d. She heard about ny operation. Snuck out of
her new digs to check up on ne. I'mfeeling a little
shy about her seeing ne in this state, but | figure,
what the hell, she’s ny girl, she loves nme no matter
what. So | linp ny ass up to the windowsill.... And
that’'s when | see it.

Beat .
Grl is in a diaper. A diaper, man. Can you i magi ne?

BUBBLE EYE
No | can’t. |’ve never seen a cat in a diaper.

TOBEY
And | hope you never have to. Man, she’s in full heat,
| ooking and snelling as good as ever- | nean this chick
never ceases to amaze ne, she even | ooks slammn in a
diaper- but... | don't feel a thing for her. Not a
goddamed thing. He cut it outta ne. Al ny feeling.

Beat. Bubble Eye is noved.
Tells me she’s got her own operation schedul ed for
Tuesday. We lick the glass one last tinme and | watch
her di apered ass wal k away.

BUBBLE EYE
| mso sorry.

TOBEY
Don’t let this happen to you! Don't live your life for
him [|’ve seen you when he wal ks by your bow . You
shimy your tail like you re having an epileptic fish
fit. He looks through you. He wants you only for what
he can get fromyou. And you play into it!

BUBBLE EYE
Is it so wong that | want himto be proud of ne?

TOBEY
G ow sone | i nbs!

BUBBLE EYE
| have fins! They allow nme to float through lifel
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TOBEY
You even alter your body heat to match the tenperature
he chooses!

BUBBLE EYE
| * m adapt abl e.

TOBEY
You're a chunp!

Beat .
Make no mi stake kid, if you don’t get out of here,
he' Il pop your sacs just |like he did mne.

Beat .

BUBBLE EYE
What are you suggesting | do?

TOBEY
CGet outta of that bow before it’s too late. [’'Il help
you.

BUBBLE EYE
Oh, | couldn't, |-

TOBEY
Any idea how short your life span is?

Beat .

BUBBLE EYE
No. | don't.

TOBEY
Me, I'mlucky if | get 12 years. But you? 12 nonths
tops. |If Basia renenbers to feed you.

BUBBLE EYE
That’s it? That's all |1 get?

TOBEY
I f you' re | ucky.

BUBBLE EYE
| had no idea. This is sobering news.

TOBEY
So what are you gonna do about it Bubble Eye? You gonna
spend your life in a bow ?
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BUBBLE EYE
|- 1 don’t know.

TOBEY
Somewhere on the fifth floor your |arvae are about to
be born. You gonna mss that?

BUBBLE EYE
- 1 don’t want to miss that, no. | |ove ny |arvae!

TOBEY
| know you do man. Let’s get you upstairs to Glly. |
m ssed ny chance to be a dad. My balls are gone. But
you still have yours. On your face and on your crotch.
Well actually, | can’'t quite see the ones on your
crotch, but I'"msure they re there sonmewhere. You can
be the dad we never had!

BUBBLE EYE
| can do it!
TOBEY
Show that fucker what a real father |ooks |ike!
BUBBLE EYE
| can break the cycle!
TOBEY
| want to neet ny nieces and nephews!
BUBBLE EYE

Leap and the net will appear!

Bubbl e Eye circles the bow several tinmes with
determ nation and buil ds nmomentum He swoops to
the bottom of his bow and rockets hinself
straight up to the surface. He explodes into the
air! Hs inpressive gold and red fins glisten and
sway! He soars! He's free! He's........ SPLAT! !

He | ands on the antique oak table. Hi's nouth opens
and cl oses in confusion while Tobey watches then
wal ks toward him

TOBEY
" msorry, what did you say?

Bubbl e Eye opens and cl oses his nouth.
Maybe you didn't realize that you're a fish. Fish need
water to breathe. How s the positive thinking working
for you now? Not so good?

Bubbl e eye opens and cl oses hi s nouth.
Lemme tell ya what |"mgonna do. |I’mjust gonna sit
here. 1’mgonna wait until he cones hone and sees his
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TOBEY . . .
new i nvestment splattered on his antique table. And you

know what |1’ m gonna do then? I'’mgoing to smle.
really amsorry, kid. Like you said before, ny anger
has very little to do wth you and everything to do
wth ne. So don't take it personally.

Beat .
Ch right, you don’t do that.

Tobey linps to the window sill. Lights fade as
Bubbl e Eye’s nouth opens and cl oses frantically.

End of Pl ay.



